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Hall of Honour 
Columbus H. Allen, “Lum” as he was called by family and friends was born June 1, 1843 in Jackson County, GA to Hiram Allen and Cynthia Wofford Cooley. He moved as a young adult with his parents and siblings to Floyd County, GA before moving to Talladega County, AL.  The family farmed and his father was also a blacksmith.
On March 30, 1862, Lum enlisted as a Private in the “Cherokee Davis Guards” 4th Battalion Alabama Infantry, which later became Company “B”, 55th Alabama Infantry. On December 16, 1864 Columbus was captured in Nashville, TN during one of the fiercest battles of the war. 
Columbus H. Allen was sent to Camp Douglas, Illinois where he remained until the end of the war.  Columbus would not sign the Oath of Allegiance as required and was held longer and endured more torture. Due to his refusal to sign the document he was not provided transportation home.  He walked and farmers along the way gave him rides from Chicago, Illinois to Talladega County, AL.
In September 1870 he was still a single man and began farming with his father and younger brother, William. Between September 1870 and early 1871 he married Martha “Mattie” Butterworth.  He had two daughters, the eldest being deaf and dumb. Mattie died in childbirth or shortly afterwards from the 2nd daughter.  On December 19, 1875 Columbus married Rachel Evelyn Lloyd in Calhoun County AL.
Columbus could not vote, hold office or own land and on Nov. 3, 1874 he finally signed the “Registration of Oath” book in Talladega County Alabama.  After nine years he gained his rights back.
Columbus died on Jan 13, 1896 in Calhoun County, Alabama and was buried in the Eulaton United Methodist Church Cemetery.
Information obtained from the family history of Patsy Ford Childs
Patsy is the great granddaughter of Columbus H. Allen and aunt of Compatriot Greg Caulley



	


