
Proposed Amendments to the Florida Division Charter 
 

The proposed amendments hereby listed in this newsletter will be discussed and voted on at the upcoming Annual Conven-

tion of the SCV Florida Division to be held in Ocala, Florida.  The registration form for the Annual Convention along with 

Hotel Reservation information is also included in this newsletter and can be found also on the SCV Florida Division web-

site. 

Florida Blockade Runner 
Sons of Confederate Veterans - Florida Division 

 

Volume 28, Issue 1      Winter 2011 

Proposed Amendment #1 (Submitted by Graham Smith, Finley’s Brigade Camp #1614) 

As it currently reads:  
Article IV -  Officers 
 

1. Elective Officers of the Sons of Con-

federate Veterans, Florida Division, Inc., 

shall be: Commander, five Lieutenant 

Commanders (I-V), Brigade Command-

ers, Adjutant and Treasurer. The remain-

ing Officers including (but not exclu-

sively) the Chief of Staff, Judge Advo-

cate, Quartermaster, Parliamentarian, 

Chief of Protocol, Chaplain, Inspector, 

two Historians, Surgeon, Genealogist, 

Editor and Assistant Editor of The Flor-

ida Blockade Runner will be Appointed 

by the Division Commander. Duties of 

Appointees will, to the extent possible, 

follow the qualifications in Article VII of 

the SCV Constitution. An Assistant Ad-

jutant may be appointed at the discretion 

of the Division Commander. In the event 

of the death or resignation of the Com-

mander or any of the Lieutenant Com-

manders, the Lieutenant Commanders 

will advance one position and the Divi-

sion Commander will appoint a new 

fourth Lieutenant Commander. The offi-

cers advanced or appointed will serve in 

that position until the next scheduled 

election in an even numbered year. In the 

event of the death or resignation of any 

other elected or appointed officer, the 

Division Commander will appoint a re-

placement to serve until the next sched-

uled election in an even numbered year. 

Proposed Change: 
ARTICLE IV - OFFICERS     

 
 The first sentence has the word “fifteen” 

inserted in front of the words “Brigade Com-

manders”. 

A sentence is inserted as the second sentence 

that states: “These Elected officers will be 

the voting members of the Division Execu-

tive Council.”  

 The sentence “The remaining Officers in-

cluding (but not exclusively) the Chief of 

Staff, Judge Advocate, Quartermaster, 

Parliamentarian, Chief of Protocol, Chap-

lain, Inspector, two Historians, Surgeon, 

Genealogist, Editor and Assistant Editor of 

The Florida Blockade Runner will be Ap-

pointed by the Division Commander.”  

 

Will have the following text included at the 

end. “and will be members of the Division 

Executive Council”   

 
In the sentence that concludes with: 

“will advance one position and the Division 

Commander will appoint a new fourth 

Lieutenant Commander.”  

 

The word “fourth” will be replaced with the 

word “fifth”   

 

In the last sentence after “In the event of the 

death or resignation of any other elected or 

appointed officer”  

 

The following text is inserted “other than the 

Brigade Commanders”  

Would read if adopted: 
ARTICLE IV - OFFICERS                                  

 
1.  Elective Officers of the Sons of Con-

federate Veterans, Florida Division, Inc., 

shall be: Commander, five Lieutenant 

Commanders (I-V), fifteen Brigade 

Commanders, Adjutant and Treasurer. 

These Elected officers will be the voting 

members of the Division Executive 

Council.  The remaining Officers includ-

ing (but not exclusively) the Chief of 

Staff, Judge Advocate, Quartermaster, 

Parliamentarian, Chief of Protocol, 

Chaplain, Inspector, two Historians, Sur-

geon, Genealogist, Editor and Assistant 

Editor of The Florida Blockade Runner 

will be appointed by the Division Com-

mander and will be members of the Divi-

sion Executive Council.  Duties of Ap-

pointees will, to the extent possible, fol-

low the qualifications in Article VII of 

the SCV Constitution. An Assistant Ad-

jutant may be appointed at the discretion 

of the Division Commander. In the event 

of the death or resignation of the Com-

mander or any of the Lieutenant Com-

manders, the Lieutenant Commanders 

will advance one position and the Divi-

sion Commander will appoint a new fifth 

Lieutenant Commander. The officers 

advanced or appointed will serve in that 

position until the next scheduled election 

in an even numbered year. In the event 

of the death or resignation of any other 

elected or appointed officer other than 

the Brigade Commanders, the Division 

Commander will appoint a replacement 

to serve until the next scheduled election 

in an even numbered year. 
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JUSTIFICATION:   

Since each of the five Lieutenant Commanders has three Brigades (see Subparagraph I. 3. F.) the number of Brigades, “fifteen”, needs to 

be established in the Florida Division; as was the “five” Lieutenant Commanders.   

The word “fourth” deleted and “fifth” included for accuracy.  

Even though the Charter, as written, references the Division Executive Council many times, it does not specifically identify the Officers 

that will be members of the Council. 

In the event of the death or resignation of a Brigade Commander, the Inspector he appointed will fill the position of Brigade Commander 

until the next scheduled election in an even numbered year. (see amendment for Article IV Section 2) 

Proposed Amendment 2 (Submitted by Graham Smith, Finley’s Brigade Camp #1614) 

As it currently reads:  
Article IV - OFFICERS 
 

2. Each Division Convention, with due 

consideration being given to the recom-

mendations of the new Division Com-

mander, shall subdivide the state of Flor-

ida into such Brigades as it deems advis-

able. Each Brigade Commander will ap-

point an Inspector (second in command) 

and an Adjutant to assist him in his duties. 

To the degree possible, the Brigade Com-

mander, Inspector and Adjutant shall be 

from different Camps.  

Proposed Change: 
ARTICLE IV - OFFICERS  
 
With the exception of one sentence, this 

Section has been rewritten.           

Would read if adopted: 
ARTICLE IV - OFFICERS  
 
2. The State of Florida will be divided 

into fifteen distinct contiguous geographic 

areas to include all of the State’s 67 coun-

ties.  Each of these areas will be referred 

to as a Brigade, and come under the au-

thority of a Brigade Commander. Each 

Brigade Commander will appoint an In-

spector (second in command) and an Ad-

jutant to assist him in his duties.  To the 

degree possible, the Brigade Commander, 

Inspector and Adjutant shall be from dif-

ferent Camps.  In the event of the death or 

resignation of the Brigade Commander, 

the Brigade Inspector will serve in that 

position until the next scheduled election 

in an even numbered year.                                  

JUSTIFICATION:   

Brigade boundaries need to be established and left alone.  The State should not be consid-

ered for subdivision into Brigades annually at “Each Division Convention.”  Established 

Lieutenant Commanders and Brigade Commanders should not be subjected to the possi-

bility of an annual geographic change of the Brigades under their command. 

Since the Brigade Inspector has been appointed by and assisting the Brigade Commander, 

he should fill the vacant Brigade Commander position in the event of death or resignation.  

 

Effective date – Brigade geographic areas will be determined by the GEC in an open 

meeting on or prior to October 1, 2011.  (This will ensure Brigade boundaries are 

established prior to the election of officers at the 2012 Division Reunion.) 

Proposed Amendment 3 (Submitted by Graham Smith, Finley’s Brigade Camp # 1614) 

As it currently reads:  
ARTICLE IV - OFFICERS                             
 

3. These officers shall be elected at the 

annual state meeting of this organization, 

falling in the even numbered years 

(1996,1998,2000...) and shall serve a two 

year term. These officers shall serve until 

the next annual state meeting falling in an 

even numbered year, or until their succes-

sors are elected and qualified.  

Proposed Change: 
ARTICLE IV – OFFICERS 

 
With the exception of one sentence, this 

article has been completely rewritten/

changed  

Would read if adopted: 
ARTICLE IV - OFFICERS                 

 
3.  At each Division Reunion falling in an even 

numbered year (i.e. 2012, 2014, 2016, and etc) 

the Division Commander, the Division Lieuten-

ant Commanders, the Brigade Commanders, the 

Adjutant, and the Treasurer will be elected and 

shall serve a two year term. These officers shall 

serve until the next annual state meeting falling 

in an even numbered year, or until their succes-

sors are elected and qualified.   The Division 

Commander, the Division Lieutenant Command-

ers, the Division Adjutant, and the Division 

Treasurer shall be elected by a majority vote of 

all camp delegations present.  The Brigade Com-

manders shall be elected by a majority vote of 

camp delegations present from their respective 

brigades.                               



The Florida Blockade Runner is published four times a year by the Florida Division of Confederate Veterans. Regular subscription price is 

$10.00 a year. Please direct all editorial mail and advertising copy to the following e-mail address: flblockaderunner@gmail.com. Advertising 

rates for (1) issue are as follows: full page with graphics $200.00, half page -$100.00, quarter page $50.00 and business card -  $20.00. This 

publication assumes no responsibility for unsolicited manuscripts which are not accompanied by self-addressed mailer with return postage 

affixed. All rights reserved, including the right to reproduce this issue or portions thereof in any form or by any means, electronic or 

mechanical, including photocopying, recording or by any information storage and retrieval system, without the permission in writing from the 

publisher.  All subscription inquiries should be addressed to John W. Adams, First Lt. Commander, 303 Wisteria Court, Deltona, FL 32738.  

He can be contacted via e-mail at jadams54@cfl.rr.com 
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DIVISION INTERNET SITE:  http://www.florida-scv.org/ 

JUSTIFICATION:   
This amendment establishes the electorate of the Division Officers. 

A Brigade commander should be elected by the Camps he represents.  (A Brigade Commander in North Florida should not be elected by 

camps in South Florida that don’t know him and will not be represented by him.  Florida may be the only Division in the Confederation 

to elect Brigade Commanders by a vote of ALL camp delegations.)  

 

Effective date – Immediately following the establishment of the Brigade geographic areas determined by the Division Executive 

Council on or prior to October 1, 2011. (see amendment for Article IV Section 2) 

As it currently reads:  
ARTICLE IV - OFFICERS, Subsection I      
 

3. F.  A Division Lieutenant Commander 

shall be assigned three brigades by the Di-

vision Commander, over which he shall 

have direct responsibility for support and 

oversight. These brigades shall be situated 

in a contiguous geographic area, each 

grouping of which, shall be determined by 

the Division Commander.  

Proposed Change: 
ARTICLE IV - OFFICERS, Subsection I 

 
At the end of the sentence, delete the word 

“Division” and insert the words 

“Executive Council”.                  

Would read if adopted: 
ARTICLE IV - OFFICERS, Subsection 

I                                      

3. F.  A Division Lieutenant Commander 

shall be assigned three brigades by the 

Division Commander, over which he shall 

have direct responsibility for support and 

oversight. These brigades shall be situated 

in a contiguous geographic area.  The 

Brigade boundaries may be periodically 

adjusted by the Division Commander 

upon the advice of the Division Executive 

Counsel.  

Proposed Amendment 4 (Submitted by Graham Smith, Finley’s Brigade Camp #1614) 

JUSTIFICATION:  
The Division Commander must consider the advice of the Lieutenant Commanders and Brigade Commanders responsible for the bri-

gades prior to determining the geographic boundaries of the Brigades.  

Proposed Amendment 5 (Submitted by Graham Smith, Finley’s Brigade Camp # 1614) 

As it currently reads:  
ARTICLE IV - OFFICERS, Subsection 

II 

 

1. The Division Commander shall appoint 

a NOMINATING COMMITTEE consist-

ing of three (3) Division members in good 

standing. The Division Commander will 

appoint an annual CHAIRMAN from this 

group.  

Proposed Change: 
ARTICLE IV - OFFICERS, Subsection 

II    

 

The capitalization of the letters in the 

words “NOMINATING COMMITTEE” 

and “CHAIRMAN” is changed to 

“Elections Committee” and 

“Chairman”.  

Would read if adopted: 
ARTICLE IV - OFFICERS, Subsection 

II 

 

1. The Division Commander shall appoint 

an Elections Committee consisting of 

three (3) Division members in good stand-

ing. The Division Commander will ap-

point a Chairman from this group.                                                     

JUSTIFICATION: 

This change is being made for consistency throughout the Charter based on the amendment to Article IV, Subsection II, Sections 2 and 3.   



Editors Emeritus 
 
Richard Warner  Ron Thomas  Mark D. Lowe  John H. Ratliff  John W. Adams    
Lester Williams  Donald Lee Wehr George S. Catoe Dean Boggs  A. Robert Kuykendal 
Doug Dawson  Jeffrey Sizemore Kevin Spargur  E. J. Stanley  James S. Davis   
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Proposed Amendment 6 (Submitted by Graham Smith, Finley’s Brigade Camp # 1614) 

As it currently reads:  
ARTICLE IV - OFFICERS, Subsection 

II                                                      
 

2. Two Camp Commanders, or two Bri-

gade Commanders, or one of each, may 

also serve on the Nominating Committee. 

They shall not be candidates for any of-

fice at that election. Notice to serve shall 

be mailed no less than thirty days prior to 

the convention.     

Proposed Change: 
ARTICLE IV - OFFICERS, Subsection 

II 

 

The words “NOMINATING COMMIT-

TEE” are changed to “Elections Com-

mittee”. 

 

 

Insert the following text prior to the last 

sentence  

 

“The committee and its members shall 

not recommend or endorse any candi-

date for office.” 

Would read if adopted: 
ARTICLE IV - OFFICERS, Subsection 

II                                     
 

2.  Two Camp Commanders, or two Bri-

gade Commanders, or one of each, may 

also serve on the Elections Committee.  

They shall not be candidates for any of-

fice at that election. The committee and 

its members shall not recommend or en-

dorse any candidate for office.  Notice to 

serve shall be mailed no less than thirty 

days prior to the convention.  

JUSTIFICATION:  

The definition of nominee is; “Somebody who has been proposed for a position, honor, or office.”  The definition of candidate is; 

“Somebody who is being considered for a political office or an official position.”  All members running for office are to be given equal 

consideration by the general membership.  Therefore, since it is not the job of the Committee to nominate a person for office, it should be 

referred to as the Elections Committee. 

Proposed Amendment 7 (Submitted by Graham Smith, Finley’s Brigade Camp #1614) 

As it currently reads:  
ARTICLE IV - OFFICERS, Subsection 

II                                                      
 

3. The NOMINATING COMMITTEE 

CHAIRMAN or VICE-CHAIRMAN 

shall present the list of nominees at the 

Annual Convention, at a time directed by 

the Division Commander.  

Proposed Change: 
ARTICLE IV - OFFICERS, Subsection 

II 

 

The words “NOMINATING COMMIT-

TEE CHAIRMAN or Vice-Chairman” 

is changed to “Elections Committee 

Chairman or Vice- Chairman”. 

 

The word “nominees” is changed to the 

word “candidates”. 

Would read if adopted: 
ARTICLE IV - OFFICERS, Subsection 

II                                     
 

3. The Elections Committee Chairman or 

Vice Chairman shall present the list of 

candidates at the Annual Convention, at a 

time directed by the Division Com-

mander.   

JUSTIFICATION: 

These changes are made to coincide with those in Article IV, Subsections 1 and 2.  
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Proposed Amendment 8 (Submitted by Graham Smith, Finley’s Brigade Camp # 1614) 

As it currently reads: 
ARTICLE VIII - Newsletter                                                     
 

3. Any quarterly issue of The Florida 

Blockade Runner may be omitted from 

publication at the discretion of the Com-

mander, or the Executive Council of the 

Florida Division.   

Proposed Change: 
ARTICLE VIII - Newsletter                 

 

Delete Section 3. and renumber all subse-

quent Sections accordingly.                                                       

Would read if adopted: 
ARTICLE VIII - Newsletter                 

JUSTIFICATION: 

This should not be an option for a well run Division.   

Part of each members dues covers his subscription to the Blockade Runner newsletter.  A Confederate Legionnaire may purchase a sub-

scription.  A Cadet member may subscribe for a “discounted subscription fee of $5.00 per year.”  If an issue is “omitted from publica-

tion”, should the Division refund ¼ of the price of a subscription? (see Article 3 Sections B. and E.)   

Proposed Amendment 9 (Submitted by Graham Smith, Finley’s Brigade Camp #1614) 

As it currently reads: 
ARTICLE IX - Amendments                                                    
 

This Charter may be amended at any An-

nual Division Convention. A two-thirds 

vote of those present is necessary. At least 

thirty days written notice shall be given to 

all members of the Division prior to the 

Annual Convention, and such notice shall 

state the proposed amendment(s).  

Proposed Change: 
ARTICLE IX - Amendments                                                    
 

At the end of the Article insert the follow-

ing text: 

 

“Proposed amendments should be sub-

mitted to the Division Commander at 

least 60 days prior to the Annual Con-

vention.”   

Would read if adopted: 
ARTICLE IX - Amendments                                                    

 

This Charter may be amended at any An-

nual Division Convention. A two-thirds 

vote of those present is necessary. At least 

thirty days written notice shall be given to 

all members of the Division prior to the 

Annual Convention, and such notice shall 

state the proposed amendment(s).   Pro-

posed amendments should be submitted to 

the Division Commander at least 60 days 

prior to the Annual Convention.  

JUSTIFICATION: 

This amendment will establish a deadline date to allow time for the review of proposed amendments prior to notice being given to all 

members.  Unlike the 5 day notice for the submission of amendments for the 2011 Division, the deadline for all future amendments will 

be established in the Division Charter.   

Proposed Amendment 10 (Submitted by Graham Smith, Finley’s Brigade Camp # 1614) 

As it currently reads: 
ARTICLE X                                                     
 

15. Actual notice of any proposed meet-

ing must be given by US Mail or other 

means acceptable to the Division Execu-

tive Council at least forty-eight (48) hours 

in advance.  

Proposed Change: 
ARTICLE X                                      

 

After the words 

 

 "Division Executive Council"   

 

insert the following text: 

 

“and one representative from each of 

the Division Camps”                

Would read if adopted: 
ARTICLE X                                       

 

15. Actual notice of any proposed meet-

ing must be given by US Mail, or other 

means acceptable, to the Division Execu-

tive Council and one representative from 

each of the Division Camps at least forty-

eight (48) hours in advance.                                                 

JUSTIFICATION: 

This will ensure the date and time of the meeting will be disseminated to the smallest organizational unit of the Division so all members 

will have the opportunity to attend the meeting per Article X. Section 16.  
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Proposed Amendment 11 (Submitted by Graham Smith, Finley’s Brigade Camp # 1614) 

As it currently reads: 
ARTICLE X                                                     
 

16. All members of the Florida Division, 

in good standing, shall have the right to 

attend this meeting.  

Proposed Change: 
ARTICLE X                                      

 

At the end of the sentence, delete the 

words 

 

 "this meeting"  

 

and insert 

 

"any Division Executive Council meet-

ing unless just cause can be shown, in 

writing in the notice of the proposed 

meeting, to exclude any such member

(s). To ensure all members have access 

to the proceedings, it may be necessary 

for the Division Commander to deter-

mine, in advance, how many members 

Would read if adopted: 
ARTICLE X                                      

 

16. All members of the Florida Division, 

in good standing, shall have the right to 

attend any Division Executive Council 

meeting unless just cause can be shown, 

in writing in the notice of the proposed 

meeting, to exclude any such member(s).  

To ensure all members have access to the 

proceedings, it may be necessary for the 

Division Commander to determine, in 

advance, how many members will be in 

attendance.  

JUSTIFICATION: 

All meetings of the Division Executive Council shall be open to the general membership of the Division.   

There may be situations where the membership should not be in attendance.  In these infrequent situations, the Division Commander will 

explain, in writing in the notice of the proposed meeting, the reason(s) why. 

The inability to reasonably accommodate any members who want to attend a meeting will not be cause to exclude them.   

Proposed Amendment 12 (Submitted by Doug Dawson, Commander, FL Division) 

As it currently reads: 
ARTICLE VIII - NEWSLETTER 

1. The Florida Division, Sons of Confeder-

ate Veterans, shall publish quarterly a 

newsletter, The Florida Blockade Runner 

as of January 1, April 1, July 1 and Octo-

ber 1, of each year. A copy of same shall 

be sent to each member of the Florida 

Division in good standing, provided such 

member is listed by name and address in 

the Camp's Roster attached to the dues 

submission to the Florida Division, due not 

later than November 1 of each year. The 

names and addresses of new members, all 

changes of addresses of old members and 

members dropped or transferred are to be 

reported by the Camp to the Division Ad-

jutant within 10 days of date information is 

available to the Camp. The Division Adju-

tant will provide a copy of the information 

to the Editor of The Florida Blockade 

Runner. 

Proposed Change: 
ARTICLE VIII – NEWSLETTER 

Insert the following text at the end of sec-

tion 1. In the interest of the cost savings to 

the Division Electronic Editions of The 

Florida Blockade Runner may be substi-

tuted for printed and mailed copies as may 

be deemed necessary by the Division 

Commander or DivGEC. Electronic ver-

sions will contain the same information as 

printed versions. The electronic versions 

will allow for more color photos and 

printed content. 

Would read if adopted: 
ARTICLE VIII ï NEWSLETTER 
1. The Florida Division, Sons of Confederate 

Veterans, shall publish quarterly a newsletter, 

The Florida Blockade Runner as of January 

1, April 1, July 1 and October 1, of each year. 

A copy of same shall be sent to each member 

of the Florida Division in good standing, pro-

vided such member is listed by name and ad-

dress in the Camp's Roster attached to the 

dues submission to the Florida Division, due 

not later than November 1 of each year. The 

names and addresses of new 

members, all changes of addresses of old 

members and members dropped or transferred 

are to be reported by the Camp to the Division 

Adjutant within10 days of date information is 

available to the Camp. The Division Adjutant 

will provide a 

copy of the information to the Editor of The 

Florida Blockade Runner. In the interest of 

the cost savings to the Division 

Electronic Editions of The Florida Blockade 

Runner may be substituted for printed and 

mailed copies as may be deemed necessary by 

the Division Commander or DivGEC. Elec-

tronic versions will contain the same informa-

tion as printed versions. The electronic ver-

sions will allow for more color photos and 

printed content. 
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Descendents of Point Lookout Organization Annual Pilgrimage 
 

The Descendants of Point Lookout Org. (DOPL) will be having their 20th Annual Pilgrimage May 14th, 2011, 10:00am to 3:00pm @ 

Confederate Memorial Park, Point Lookout Md.  We will have a ceremony starting at 10am to 11am, then starting at 11am, live music, 

vendors, food and drinks available, POW skits in living history area every hour, various speakers throughout the day ending at 3pm.  This 

will be a family event. No Fee!  A Handicap Equipped Porto Potty will be on site for those with special needs. 

Come meet the descendants!!! 

For more information contact: William J. Hagin, President Descendants of Point Lookout Org. 

912-414-3850 moonrib@yahoo.com plpow.com 

Justification: The continued rise in printing and mailing costs will negatively affect the Divisions finances and may soon impact Divi-

sion annual dues. The cost savings will be significant. Electronic versions are easily had all across the Division in libraries, schools and 

through personal computers. 

Proposed Amendment 13 (Submitted by John Adams, Lt. Commander, FL Division) 

#1.  Add new paragraph 20 to Article X as follows: 

 

20. In the event of dissolution or final liquidation of the Florida Division or other subdivision,  any flags or emblems shall be turned over 

to General Headquarters of the Sons of Confederate Veterans.  None of the property, nor any proceeds, shall be distributed to or divided 

among any of the officers or members or inure to the benefit of any individual.  Instead, after all liabilities and obligations have been paid 

and discharged, the residual assets, including all moneys, real or personal property, investments, credits, endowments, financial records, 

and any other appurtenances, or things of pecuniary value, shall be turned over to the General Headquarters of the Sons of Confederate 

Veterans. 

Rationale:  This section was required to be included in all Division Constitutions which were also incorporated in their respective state. 

Paragraph 5.12 of the SCV Constitution, as amended, in 2006 at the National Convention in New Orleans, Louisiana sets forth the re-

quirement for this language to be included in the Division Constitution.   

 

 

 

 

#2. Article IV Officers, Paragraph 1 – change sentence as follows: 

 

Change:  “Duties of Appointees will, to the extent possible, follow the qualifications in Article VII of the SCV Constitution.” 

To: Duties of Appointees will, to the extent possible, follow the qualifications in Section 12 of the SCV Standing Orders. 

Rationale:  Previous Article no longer exists, and has been re-located to the SCV Standing Orders (no longer discussed in the SCV Con-

stitution) 

April 1st 2nd & 3rd, 2011 

Annual Florida Division Reunion 
Ocala, Florida 

 

Motel Reservations 

This years Reunion will be held at the Ramada Inn & 

Conference Center located on the west side of I-75 & SR27 in 

Ocala. 

For reservations call 352 732-3131 and please reference the 

SCV Convention for special convention room rates of $67.00 
per night. 

Proposed Amendment 14 (Submitted by John Adams, Lt. Commander, FL Division) 
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Confederate headstone set by Member 
 

David King, a member of the Jubal A. Early SCV Camp #556 (Tampa, FL) 

& Sgt 3rd Battalion Company D Mechanized Cavalry, set a new gravestone 

of his Great Great Grandfather at the grave site. He fought with the 45th 

Virginia Infantry Co F. After a year of paperwork and research The VA pro-

vided a headstone, we found his grave site on the Muncy family farm in 

Bland County VA. I contacted my family members and we set up time and 

date to set the new headstone. In the photo there were four generations of 

Kings, which are direct bloodline to Pvt. William H Thompson. This event 

Notice to Members & Division Chapters 
 

Due to the volume of proposed amendments submitted for the upcoming Convention, there is edition of the Block-

ade Runner had very limited space for Chapter & Division News.  Articles that don’t appear in this edition will be 

included in the Spring Edition of the Blockade Runner. 

Sesquicentennial Living History Presentation 
Held at the Old Florida State Capital 

 
 On Jan 8, 2011, the Sesquicentennial living history presentation of The Nation of 

Florida seceding. Event was sponsored by Sons of Confederate Veterans Camp 1614 

Finely’s Brigade, Order of Confederate Rose Chapter 5 Mary Ann Harvey Black, United 

Daughters of the Confederacy Chapters 224-Anna Jackson and 2640-Augusta Jane Evans; 

living historians the Ladies Soldiers’ Friend Sewing Societyand the CSS Tallahassee Ma-

rine Guard. Presented information and speeches were based on actual records and journals 

of the convention. Florida was the only State that had specified she was a “Nation” in seces-

sion document. 

 The occasion 150 years ago was known as the “Convention of the People” and was 

called by then Governor Perry. 69 Delegates from Florida Counties and districts were 

elected and sent to Tallahassee Capitol to decide of the States course of action. Visitors 

from States of South Carolina, Alabama and Virginia came to speak to the assembly during 

the two week secession. The final vote saw 62 vs 7 in favor of secession. And on January 

10, 1861 Florida seceded from the US. Delegates such as Governor elect Milton, future CS 

general Joseph Finegan and future governor AK Allison of Gadsden country were por-

trayed. These men not only voted, but also risked everything including some who lost their 

lives for what they saw as an over bearing federal government encroaching on their Rights. 

We must learn ALL of our history to keep from repeating it. 

 Special thanks to Wayne Torbert, Ron Colson and Kelly Crocker for their hard 

work on the script, website and research. Also, Phil Walters and David McCallister, without 

them this would not have happened. We had participation from people from all over the 

state and ??? Brazilian Confederalos descendant. 

 Please check out our web sites for future updates 

http://www.floridasecessionreenactment.org/ and http://www.facebook.com/home.php#!/

event.php?eid=126099847405192 

Your continued servant, Jamey B Creel, event chairmanSons of Confederate Veterans, FL 

Div, 3rd Brigade cmdr 

Camp 1614 Finley's Brigade http://www.finleysbrigadescv.org/ 

CSS Tallahassee Marine Guard http://groups.yahoo.com/group/

csstallahassee/ 

http://groups.yahoo.com/group/csstallahassee/
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/csstallahassee/
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Memorial Service for Lt. Col John W. Pearson 
Wesley Frank PR/Media Committee 

 Savannah, Georgia- October 30, 2010, the folks were preparing for the annual Halloween evening of Trick or Treat, 

but for the SCV, SCV Mechanized Cavalry, Confederate Re-enactors and the ladies of the UDC, it was a new headstone 

dedication for one of our own. With a hundred folks in attendance it was an impressive event for the Laurel Grove Cemetery, 

in Savannah. I left Melbourne at 5PM Friday evening for the 5 hour drive to the hotel, at Days Inn Savannah. Saturday 

Morning my girlfriend Diane and I met SCVMC Trooper “Swampboy” Ken Cody of the Savannah Militia Camp, who was 

hosting the event. We had a wonderful breakfast and visited for a while, and then Swampboy rode with us in the car to navi-

gate. We arrived at the Laurel Grove cemetery to assist the camp with setup but they were done and the guests began to ar-

rive. I was proud to find I was one of 10 Florida SCV members to come honour this Florida Confederate Veteran. Jim Davis 

and son John of the General William Loring Camp #1316 of Saint Augustine, Randy Bender dressed in his uniform to assist 

the Colour Guard, along with members I did not met. Ladies such as Judy Davis of the ancient City Chapter of the UDC and 

Ladies of the Margarete Jones Chapter #27 were dressed in their Black Mourning attire. I felt honoured to meet Major 

George R Pearson Jr. Retired US Army, Florida resident and Great Great Grandson of Lt. Col. John W. Pearson. In addition 

to the two SCV Camps and UDC Chapters, the UDC Florida State President Gail Lowman Crosby, CIC Michael Givens and 

Lt CIC Kelly Barrows were also present. 

 Lt. Col. John W. Pearson was born, Jan 19, 1808, in South Carolina. John Pearson moved to Tennessee and with the 

call for Tennessee Volunteers for duty in Florida’s Second Seminole War he moved to Florida. Florida became a state and to 

honour her defenders John received a land grant. Oct 5, 1842 he married Sarah Pearce of Georgia and settled in Orange 

Springs, Florida. John again prepared for battle in the War Between the States, by raising a company of 125 men, equipping 

them out of his own money. This company became known as the Ockawaha Rangers, which he became Captain. His Ock-

awaha rangers were mustered into confederate service as Company B of the 6th Florida Infantry, which on Feb. 20, 1864 

fought at the Battle of  Olustee. 

May 1864, the 6th was assigned to the Army of Northern Virginia, the 2nd, 5th, 6th, and 8th became the Florida Battalion. 

June 8, 1864 with the reorganization of the Florida Battalion John Pearson was promoted to Lt. Colonel of the 9th Florida 

Regiment.  Aug. 21st during heavy fighting at Weldon Railroad, Lt Col. Pearson was severely wounded. He died in route 

home at Albany, Ga. John’s son Charles Pearson, First Sgt. of the 6th escorted his father’s body to Savannah’s Laurel Grove 

Cemetery. The body was buried in lot #154; a headstone was later erected, until this past summer when a windstorm broke 

the stone. Before George R. Pearson’s death in 1968, he searched for the grave, but never found it.  The Savannah Militia 

Camp found this and with the help of Jim Davis, Steven Gainey and Don Newman, Camp Commander of the Militia, today 

we dedicate a new stone to Lt. Col. John W. Pearson. Commander Newman set the events in motion which honour this fine 

soldier. CIC Michael Givens spoke to us about the dedication Confederate soldiers gave to their freedoms, the same free-

doms; we today need to fight for.  

 Following the service Swampboy took Diane and I to Fort McAllister, which is the southernmost Confederate De-

fense of the city of Savannah.  The earthen walls of Fort McAllister proved to be better equipped to absorb the impact of new 

heavy artillery projectiles. Fort McAllister had seven gun emplacements separated by large traverses; the center bombproof 

was used as a hospital.  Bombproofs were used as Supply, barracks, Officers’ quarters and powder magazines. The fall of 

Fort McAllister marked the end to Gen. Sherman’s march to the sea. My thanks to Commander Newman and the men of the 

Savannah Militia for allowing me to be part of the event, and special thanks to Swampboy for his tour guide services. 

 During Sherman's March to the Sea, in order to deny the Confederates the use of their railroads, it was essential that 

the rails themselves be rendered useless and unrepairable.  To accomplish this, the rails were ripped up, placed on a great 

bonfire, heated until they were red hot, and then wrapped around a tree.  It was the appearance of these rails wrapped around 

a tree that gave birth to the term "Sherman's Bowties."   
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&ÌÏÒÉÄÁ $ÉÖÉÓÉÏÎ #ÏÍÍÁÎÄÅÒȭÓ -ÅÓÓÁÇÅ 
 

Compatriots, 
 

The Sesquicentennial of our ancestors second all out struggle for constitu-

tional government is underway. We must never forget the sacrifices that those 

stalwart and hardy people made in those days. I encourage everyone to participate in the various 

public events that may be planned to commemorate this 150th year. Our reunion will begin Friday April 1, 2011 at 

the Ramada Inn in Ocala and end Sunday April 3, 2011 

The registration form is available elsewhere in this edition and on line at: 

www.florida-scv.org 

 

Our state reunion is fast approaching and will focus on significant events, political atmosphere, and commitments 

made by our ancestors. While we are involved in the process lets keep focused on doing those things that make our 

organization better. Lets recruit new members, becoming more active, supporting camp, division and national 

events when practicable. 

 

As your Division Commander I long ago made a commitment to make various events around the Division as time 

and other considerations permitted. In my last column I mentioned some issues with my automobile. I am glad to 

report that the suspected causes have been located and repaired and with 167,000 miles the car still drives well and 

averages 24 – 26 m.p.g. on the highway. I have told you about the automobile to tell you this; “the commitment 

has not changed”. 

 

As I write this column I should tell you that the raw winter weather we have experienced has left the Dawson 

Household in the throes of the sniffles, coughing, and irritated throats. Yes, we are about to get tired of homemade 

chicken soup yet we are grateful that the discomfort hasn’t gotten any worse. 

 

As I close I ask that you remember all our compatriots who have medical problems that have required hospitaliza-

tion. Compatriot Wallace Robison was in Sacred Heart Hospital in Pensacola for treatment of a Blood Clot. Com-

mander Clement Lindsey’s wife Barbara has been hospitalized several times since the first of the year with prob-

lems resulting from diabetes including Congestive Heart Failure. Compatriot Earl Green has suffered with cellu-

lites in his legs. Commander Adams had surgery to remove a growth from his back thankfully he has recovered. 

Remember all our compatriots who are sick or who may be suffering during the difficult times please keep all 

these in your prayers. 

 

 

Warmest Confederate Regards, 

 
Douglas D. Dawson 

Commander 
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FLORIDAõS ROAD TO SECESSION 
 

The 41st Annual Florida Division Reunion 
Ocala, Florida ɀ April 1 ɀ 3, 2011 

 

REGISTRATION FORM 
 

          Number 

          Attending   Total 

 

Registration Fee: Members Only 
If Postmarked By March 18th       _______ X $25.00 $_________ 
After March 18th         _______ X $30.00 $_________ 
SCV Division Awards Luncheon:      _______ X $15.00 $__________ 
Secession Banquet:        _______ X $25.00 $__________ 
Total Remitted:            $__________ 
 
NOTE: We will not be able to take meal reservations received after March 25. 
 
Please Make Checks Payable To: SCV Florida Division Inc. 
Please Indicate Your Banquet Meal Choice Number Of Meals 
 

Roast Beef Bordelaise  __________ 

Lemon Pepper Chicken  __________ 

 

NAME & TITLE: (please price clearly)  

 

____________________________________________ 

ADDRESS:     

 

____________________________________________ 

      

____________________________________________ 
 

SCV CAMP NAME & NUMBER: ______________________________________________ 

 

Phone Number: _____________________________________________ 

 

E-mail Address: _____________________________________________ 

 

NAME OF SPOUSE OR GUEST: ______________________________________________ 

 

Please Mail Registration Form & Check to: Jim Davis, 160 Laguna Ct., St. Augustine, Fl 32086 



S.C.V., Florida Division, Inc. 

303 Wisteria Court 

Deltona, FL. 32738 

 

Non-Profit Org 

U.S. Postage 

PAID 

Permit # 1127 

Orlando, FL 

Kirby Smith Camp Donates to the  
Wounded Warrior Project 

 
On December 3, 2010 Kirby-Smith Camp #1209 Jacksonville Florida donated $2,050 to the 

Wounded Warrior Project. The funds were raised by the *Celebration of American Veterans 

Day* event sponsored by Camp #1209.  Wounded Warrior Project is a nonprofit organization 

headquartered in Jacksonville; which raises awareness and enlists the public’s aid for the needs 

of injured military members. 

+ÉÒÂÙ 3ÍÉÔÈ #ÁÍÐ $ÏÎÁÔÅÓ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ #ÈÉÌÄÒÅÎȭÓ (ÏÍÅ 3ÏÃÉÅÔÙ 

 
On December 29, 2010 Kirby-Smith Camp #1209 Jacksonville Florida donated $300 to the Chil-

dren’s Home Society. The funds were raised at the camp’s annual Christmas Dinner.  Children’s 

Home Society is one of Florida’s oldest private not-for-profit organizations providing services to 

Annual Lee/Jackson Dinner BBQ 
 

On January 22, 2011 Kirby-Smith Camp #1209 Jacksonville Flor-

ida hosted its annual Lee and Jackson dinner. This year’s event 

was a family style BBQ. There was plenty of Southern fellowship 

and kids running around at this years celebration that honored two 

of the South’s greatest heroes. 


